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Our sympathies go out to Mary Ellen Dittmar and husband 
Bill on the loss of Mary Ellen’s sister, Elizabeth 
Simmons, who passed away on Thursday, August 10.  We offer 
our prayers to her husband, children and family members.  
MEMORY ETERNAL! 
 
Wednesday, Aug 23 at 9AM: Divine Liturgy of St John 
 
Saturday, Aug 26 at 6PM: Vespers 
 
Sunday, Aug 27 at 9AM: Divine Liturgy of St John 
 
Monday, Aug 28 at 6PM: Vespers 
 
Tuesday, Aug 29 at 9AM: Beheading of St John the Baptist 
(Strict Fast Day) - Divine Liturgy of St John 
 
Cemetery Fund Donation in memory of Mary Coleman:  Fred 
Coleman $400 /// Renovation Fund:  In memory of Elizabeth 
Simmons:  St Marion’s Sisterhood $50 // In memory of Mike 
& Anne Speck: Glenn & Pauline Peters $100 
 

Orthodox Saints commemorated in August  

AUGUST 20  Holy Prophet Samuel (11th c. BC) - He was the last of the Judges of Israel, 
and was appointed by God to anoint the first two kings of Israel, Saul and David. Read the Old 
Testament book 1 Samuel for his story. Many believe that he is the author of the books of 
Judges, Ruth and the first 24 chapters of I Samuel. 

AUGUST 21 Apostle Thaddeus of the Seventy (44) - He was by birth a Jew from Edessa; 
it was he who instructed king Avgar in the Faith and baptised him (see August 16). According 
to Eusebius he is not the Thaddeus who was one of the Twelve (Mt 10:3), but was one of the 
Seventy. After Christ's Resurrection, he preached the Gospel in Mesopotamia and ended his 
life in martyrdom.  
 Holy Martyrs Bassa and her sons Theognis, Agapios, and Pistis (4th c.) -  "Bassa 
was the wife of a pagan priest, but she was secretly a Christian and brought her sons up in a 
Christian spirit. Her husband hated her for her faith, and handed her over to the judge for 
torture, together with her sons. After harsh torture, her sons were beheaded (it is thought, in 



Edessa in Macedonia). Bassa was filled with joy to see her sons thus gloriously finish their 
martyr's course for Christ, and herself went with yet greater desire from torture to torture. 
When she was thrown into the sea, angels appeared to her and took her to an island in the Sea 
of Marmara, where she was slain with the sword under Maximian. Thus holy Bassa was in a 
twofold manner made worthy of the Kingdom of Christ: as a martyr and as the mother of 
martyrs." (Prologue) 
 
AUGUST 22 Martyr Agathonicus of Nicomedia and his companions (4th c.) - He 
lived in Nicomedia, where he turned many pagans from their idolatry to faith in Christ. For 
this he and several companions were seized, beaten, bound, and taken to Byzantium. On the 
way, several of Agathonicus' companions died from their harsh treatment. The survivors, 
including Agathonicus himself, were taken to Selyvria in Thrace, where they were tortured 
before the Emperor himself, then beheaded. 
. 
AUGUST 23 Leavetaking of Dormition - On the Holy Mountain, the Feast of the 
Dormition is extended to August 28, thus consecrating almost the entire month of August to 
the Most Holy Theotokos.  Hieromartyr Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons (202) - He was 
born in Asia Minor around the year 120, and was a disciple of Saint Polycarp, who was in turn 
a disciple of St John the Evangelist. He succeeded the martyred St Pothinus as Bishop of 
Lyons in Gaul (now France). He produced many writings contesting not only against 
paganism but against Gnostic heresies that were then troubling the Church. When Victor, 
Bishop of Rome, planned to excommunicate the Christians of Asia Minor for celebrating 
Pascha on a different date than the Church of Rome, Irenaeus persuaded him to stay his hand 
and maintain unity and peace in the Church. (This was before the date of Pascha had been set 
by the Ecumenical Councils). By his efforts Lyons became for centuries a center and bastion 
of Orthodoxy in the West. 
 
AUGUST 24 Hieromartyr Eutyches (1st c.) - He was a disciple and friend of St John the 
Theologian, and worked with the Apostle Paul, and is himself named as an Apostle though he 
is not one of the Seventy. He travelled widely in the ministry of the Gospel of Christ, suffering 
many imprisonments and tortures. He died in Sebastia, the place of his birth. 
The Prologue says that he was beheaded, the Great Horologion that he reposed in peace "in 
deep old age."  AUGUST 25 Holy Apostle Titus of the Seventy - He was a Greek from the 
island of Crete. Born and raised as a pagan, he came to faith in Christ through the ministry of 
the Apostle Paul, and labored with the Apostle in preaching the Gospel. St Paul in his epistles 
calls St Titus both "son" and "brother." He was ordained Bishop of Crete by St Paul, who 
wrote to him the Epistle that bears his name. He reposed in peace at the age of ninety-four. 

. 
AUGUST 26 Martyrs Adrian and Natalia and 23 companions of Nicomedia (4th c.) 
"Husband and wife, they were both of noble and wealthy families in Nicomedia. Adrian was 
the governor of the Praetorium and a pagan, and Natalia was a secret Christian. They were 
both young, and had lived in wedlock for thirteen months in all before their martyrdom. 
When the wicked Emperor Maximian visited Nicomedia, he ordered that the Christians be 
seized and put to torture. There were twenty-three Christians hidden in a cave near the city. 
Someone handed them over to the authorities and they were thrown into prison. They wee 
then taken from prison and brought before the Praetor for their names to be noted. Adrian 
looked a these people, tortured but unbowed, peaceful and meek, and he put them under oath 
to say what they hoped for from their God, that they should undergo such tortures. They 
spoke to him of the blessedness of the righteous in the Kingdom of God. Hearing this, and 
again looking at these people, Adrian suddenly turned to the scribe and said: 'Write my name 
along with those of these saints; I also am a Christian.' When the Emperor heard of this, he 
asked him: 'Have you lost your mind?' Adrian replied: 'I haven't lost it, but found it!'  


