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August 2, 2026

9th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 8. Translation of the Relics of the Protomartyr and
Archdeacon Stephen from Jerusalem to Constantinople (ca. 428), and the finding of the Relics of the
Righteous Nikodémos, Gamaliel, and Abibas (ca. 428). Blessed Basil of Moscow, Fool-for-Christ
(1552). Holy Fool Basil of Kamen (15th c.). Hieromartyr Stephen, Pope of Rome, and those with him
(257).

Schedule of Services and Events
Saturday, August 1 - BEGINNING OF THE DORMITION FAST
- 5:00 PM Vespers
Sunday, August 2 - 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy with the Blessing of Honey
followed by a Choir Rehearsal
Wednesday, August 5 - No Morning Divine Liturgy
- 5:00 PM Vespers with Litya
Thursday, August 6 - 8:30 AM - Festal Divine Liturgy of Holy
Transfiguration with the Blessing of first Fruits
Saturday, August 8 - 5:00 PM - Vespers
Sunday, August 9 - 9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy followed by a
Choir Rehearsal.

Please sign up for the Sisterhood Brunch scheduled for Sunday,

August 23. The sign up sheet is located on the bulletin board in the
main entrance of the church. THANKS!




We will bless Honey this Sunday at our Divine Liturgy. This first
blessing of the harvest season in summer is usually performed on or
near the Feast of the Procession of the Holy Cross (August 1). All are
welcome to bring honey to be blessed. This first offering reminds us

of the sweetness of God’s Love and Mercy.

As part of our Community Charities and Outreach program we are
participating in the School Supply Donation Drive. Back Packs are
particularly needed. The collection will go on until Sunday, August 2.
Donations may be left on the table near the main entrance of the
church. God Bless you for your generosity in this collection so far!

Please remember to support our church during these summer months.
Also, 7 Day Vigil Candles are always available for purchase. The cost
remains $5.00 per candle. Thanks

Donations

$100 by Joan Kondratick in Memory of Metro Kontratick for the Cemetery Fund

$60 for Vigil Candles in Memory of Beverly Aversa and $50 in Memory of Rachel
Farfaglia for the Renovation Fund,, both by Jacquelyn Aversa.
$310 representing the remainder of the estate of Peter McElven that he wished
to be donated to St. Nicholas Church. May their Memory be Eternal!




The Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ is
celebrated each year on August 6. The feast commemorates the transfiguration
or metamorphosis of Christ on Mount Tabor, when our Lord appeared in His divine
glory before the Apostles Peter, James, and John.

The event of the Transfiguration is recorded in three of the four Gospels:
Matthew 17:1-9, Mark 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36. Jesus took the Apostles Peter,
James, and John with Him up upon a mountain, and while they were on the
mountain Jesus was transfigured. His face shone like the sun, and His garments
became glistening white. Moses and Elijah appeared with Christ, talking to Him.
Peter declared how good it was for them to be there and expressed the desire to
build three booths for Moses, Elijah, and Christ. This reference to the booths
could imply that this occurred during the time of the Feast of Tabernacles when
the Jews would be camping out in the fields for the grape harvest; for this Feast
had acquired other associations in the course of its history, including the
memory of the wanderings in the wilderness recorded in the Old Testament
book of Exodus. While Peter was speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them.
A voice came from the cloud saying, "This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased; listen to Him."” When the disciples heard this they fell on their
faces filled with awe. Jesus came to them and told them to not be afraid. When
the three looked up they saw only Jesus. As Jesus and His disciples came
down the mountain, He told them not to speak of what they had seen until He
had risen from the dead.

Icon of the Feast

In the icon of the Feast of the Transfiguration, Christ is the central figure,
appearing in a dominant position within a circular mandorla. He is clearly at
the visual and theological center of the icon. His right hand is raised in



blessing, and his left hand contains a scroll. The mandorla with its brilliant
colors of white, gold, and blue represent the divine glory and light. The halo
around the head of Christ is inscribed with the Greek words O on, meaning
"The One Who is". Christ appears in the center of the icon blessing with His
right hand and dressed in bright white robes (detail).

Elijah and Moses stand at the top of separate mountain peaks to the left and
right of Christ (Elijah stands on the left side in the icon and Moses, holding the
Ten Commandments, stands on the right side). They are bowing toward Christ
with their right hands raised in a gesture of intercession towards Him. Saint
John Chrysostom explains the presence of these two fathers of the faith from
the Old Testament in three ways. He states that they represent the Law and
the Prophets (Moses received the Law from God, and Elijah was a great
prophet); they both experienced visions of God (Moses on Mount Sinai and
Elijah on Mount Carmel); and they represent the living and the dead (Elijah, the
living, was taken up into heaven by a chariot of fire, and Moses, the dead
because He did experience death.) Below Christ are the three Apostles, who
by their posture in the icon show their response to the transfiguration of
Christ. James (right) has fallen over backward with his hands over his eyes.
John in the center has fallen prostrate. Peter (left) is kneeling and raises his
right hand toward Christ in a gesture expressing his desire to build the three
booths. The garments of the Apostles are in a state of disarray to indicate the
dramatic impact the vision has had on them.

The icon of the feast directs our attention toward the event of the
Transfiguration and specifically to the glory of God as revealed in Christ. This
event came at a critical point in the ministry of our Lord, just as He was
setting out on His journey to Jerusalem. He would soon experience the
humiliation, suffering, and death of the Cross. However, the glorious light of
the Resurrection was revealed to strengthen His disciples for the trials that
they would soon experience.

The feast also points to the great and glorious Second Coming of our Lord and
the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God when all of creation will be transfigured
and filled with light. (Source: Greek Orthodox Church of America).



