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July 5, 2026       

5th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4. Ven. Athanasius, Founder of the 
Great Lavra and Cœnobitic Monasticism on Mt. Athos, and his six disciples 
(1000). Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. Sergius (Sérgii) of Rádonezh (1422). 
Martyr Anna at Rome (304) and Martyr Cyrilla, of Cyrene in Libya, a widow 

(304). Ven. Lampados of Irenopolis (10th c.). Hieromartyr Cyprian of Mt. 
Athos (1679). 

 

 
Schedule of Services and Events 

Saturday, July 4 – 5:00 PM Vespers 
Sunday, July 5 – 9:30 AM Divine Liturgy with Molieben for the 250th    
                                          Anniversary of the United Sates 
Wednesday, July 8 – 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy 
Saturday, July 11 - 5:00 PM -  Vespers  
Sunday, July 12 – 9:30 AM – Divine Liturgy  

 



 
 

We pray for the people of these United States, as we celebrate this 

250th Anniversary of our Nation, that Thou, O Lord our God, will 

comfort us, strengthen us, and preserve us, and that Thou will look 

upon us with compassion and keep all of us in Thy loving care and 

have mercy on us, we pray Thee, hear us and have mercy. 

 

 
 Please remember our Food Pantry ministry. All donations are 
appreciated and a great blessing to God who calls us to charitable 
giving. 

 
 

Donations  
$50 in Memory of Beverly Aversa by Suzanne Schumacher for the General Fund 
$100 by an Anonymous Donor in Memory of Beverly Aversa for the General Fund 

 
 
 
 



“Our Lady of Sitka” Icon of the Mother 

of God 

Commemorated on July 8  

Located at the Cathedral of Saint Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska is one of the 
most revered Icons in North America: the Sitka Mother of God. 

This Icon has been attributed to a famous Iconographer, Vladimir Lukich Borovikovsky 
(1758-1826), a protégé of the Empress Catherine II who was instructed at the Academy 
of Arts in Saint Petersburg, Russia. In addition to being a great portrait painter, 
Borovikovsky also painted many of the Icons for the Cathedral of the Kazan Icon in 
Saint Petersburg.  Painted in the style of the Kazan Mother of God Icon, on canvas, the 
Sitka Mother of God Icon is 36 x 17-1/2 inches in size. An exceptionally beautiful and 
detailed riza of silver covers the Icon of the Theotokos and Christ child, and the Image 
of God the Father blessing from above. 

The Cathedral received the Icon as a gift from the laborers of the Russian American 
Company in 1850, two years after the Cathedral was completed. Even with their 
meager wages, these men generously made their contribution to the Church.  
Miracles have been attributed to the Sitka Mother of God Icon over the years. It is 
believed that the gaze of the eyes of the Theotokos have led to the restored health of 
those who prayed before the Icon.  Because of the peaceful gaze of the Theotokos, the 
Icon has been described as a “pearl of Russian ecclesiastical art of ineffable 
gentleness, purity and harmony....” And “...the most beautiful face of the Mother of God 
with the Divine Child in her arms is so delicately and artistically done that the more 
one looks at it the more difficult it is to tear one’s gaze away.” 

Originally part of the main Iconostasis at the Cathedral of Saint Michael the Archangel 
in Sitka, Alaska, the Icon is now permanently located on the far left side of the 
Iconostasis in a special place of honor.  



Icon of the Mother of God of Rzhevsk 

Commemorated on July 11  

The Rzhevsk (or Okovetsk) Icon of the Mother of God is from the Rzhevets Monastery 
in Poltava. On May 26, 1539, on the day of the Descent of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost), in 
Tver diocese, in Vyryshensk town situated in a virgin forest on the bank of the rivulet 
Vyryshna in the Okovetsk district, not far from the city of Rzhev, at a crossroads for 
people from four surrounding villages, the monk Stephen made a discovery: fastened 
to a pine tree was a large iron cross and on another tree an old painted icon depicting 
the Mother of God with Child, and also Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker of Myra. With 
the discovery of the holy cross and the icon there shone an extraordinary light and 
healings occurred. From the Day of the Holy Spirit to the start of the Apostles’ Fast, 27 
healings occurred.  The monk Stephen, and right after him the Rzhevsk priest Gregory 
Onisiphorov, journeyed to Moscow with reports of the appearance of the holy icon and 
cross and the healing that occurred. The then head of the Russian Church, 
Metropolitan Joasaph (1539-1541) of Moscow, gave thanks to the Lord, and after 
verifying the miracles of that place, gave blessing to erect there two churches: one 
dedicated to the Procession of the Venerable Wood of the Cross of the Lord, and the 
other in honor of the Hodēgḗtria Mother of God, having in it a chapel named for Saint 
Nicholas the Wonderworker. At the consecration of the churches a priest and deacon 
were sent from Moscow, together with church utensils, icons, vestments, books and 
bells. 

In January 1541 the Rzhevsk icon was solemnly transferred to Moscow for the 
consecration of a church in honor of the Rzhevsk Icon of the Mother of God. After the 
consecration of the temple, the icon and cross were transferred to the Dormition 
cathedral, where they remained until July 11. On this day the Rzhevsk icon and cross 
were returned to the place of their miraculous appearance. The metropolitan together 
with all the assembled clergy of the capital, and with the young Tsar Ivan Vasilievich, 
and all the people, accompanied the icon from the Dormition cathedral to the church 
of the Rzhevsk Icon of the Mother of God, where a copy of this venerable icon was 
placed. In memory of this celebration the Feast of the Rzhevsk Icon of the Mother of 
God was established on July 11.  


