St. Nicholas Orthodox Christian Church

28 Cross Street - Auburn, New York 13021 (www.stnicholasauburn.com)

Very Reverend Michael Speck — Pastor

(315) 246-6051 (Cell), (315) 255-2998 (Home), mspeckioo@gmail.com
Fr. Michael's Office Hours Monday and Thursday 2:30 PM to 4:30 PM in the Church Hall Office or by Appointment

Reverend Deacon David Donch Sr. Warden Greg Michaels Jr. Warden Rocco Lupo
Subdeacon Michael W. Speck Reader Nathaniel Donch Reader Peter A. Speck

Sunday, May 12, 2019 — Holy Myrrhbearers Sunday
Christ Is Risen! Indeed He Is Risen

Xpucrocs Bockpece! Boucruny Bockpece!

Sunday, May 12 -9:40 AM — 3rd and 6th Hours
-10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy followed by a Panikhida for our
Departed Mothers

Wednesday, May 15 -9:00 AM - Divine Liturgy
Saturday, May18 -9:00 AM — Pork Chop Dinner Preparation
-1:00 PM Baptism of Cooper John Arthur
-4:30 - Confessions
-4:45 PM — oth Hour
-5:00 PM - Vespers
Sunday, May 19 -9:40 AM — 3rd and 6t Hours
-10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy followed by Pork Chop Dinner

Happy Mother’s Day to all of our Mothers, Grandmothers, and Godmothers.
God Grant You Many Blessed Years!

Thank you to all who attended our Paschal Dinner last week and especially to
all who set up, cleaned up, and brought the abundance of food. God Bless You
All in this Paschal Season and Always!

Memorial and General Donations for Pascha
$200 in memory of William & Karen Hryvko — by Betty Hryvko — for the Renovation Fund
$100 in memory of William & Karen Hryvko and for the health of Betty Hryvko — by Betty
and Kathy Hryvko — for the General Fund
$25 in memory of John Baumes — by Joann Regets — for the Renovation Fund
$100 in memory of the Marko, Panek, VanLiew, and Schumacher Families — by Sue &
John Schumacher — for Altar supplies
$50 in memory of the Peters/Metrick Loved Ones and Friends and for the health of Betty,
Betty, Jeanette, Jeannie, Dorothy, David, Marti, & Pat — for Easter flowers, candles, and
altar supplies.
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Synaxarion For the Sunday of the Myrrhbearers (Nikephoros Kallistos Xanthopoulos)

On this day, the third Sunday of Pascha, we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Myrrh-Bearing women; and we also
commemorate Joseph of Arimathaa, who was a secret disciple, and also Nicodemus, who was a disciple by night. Of
these Saints, the women were the first and unerring witnesses of the Resurrection of Christ, while Joseph and Nicodemus
were witnesses of His burial, which are the primary and most essential elements of our dogmatic teaching. For
Nicodemus was expelled from the synagogue as soon as he decided to part company with the Jews, while Joseph, after
burying the Lord’s body, was cast by the Jews into a pit, from which he was snatched up by Divine power and brought
to Arimathaea, his homeland. After arising, Christ appeared to him while he was still in fetters, and gave him greater
assurance of the mystery of the Resurrection. Although Joseph suffered greatly at the hands of the Jews, he was no
longer able to keep silent about this mystery, but boldly recounted to everyone what had happened. It is said of
Nicodemus that, by virtue of his writings, he was the first to explain in detail the events surrounding the Passion and
Resurrection of Christ, because, coming from the synagogue, he was better informed about the schemes and
deliberations of the Jews, and, in short, he knew everything about them. And because, as we have said, Joseph and
Nicodemus were reliable witnesses of the Lord’s burial, they were ranked together with the women who beheld the
Resurrection.

These women were the first to behold the Resurrection, and it was they who announced the glad tidings to the Disciples;
for it was fitting that the sex which had first fallen to sin and had inherited the curse should be the first to behold the
Resurrection and to hear the joyous greeting, having formerly heard the words: “in pain thou shalt bring forth
children.” They were called Myrrh-Bearers, because Joseph and Nicodemus, being in a hurry to bury the body of the
Lord on the Friday, since the next day was the great day of the Sabbath, anointed it according to Jewish custom, but not
as they ought to have done; they only anointed it with aloes and spices, wrapped it in a winding-sheet, and committed it
to the grave; for this reason, having an ardent love for Christ, as disciples of His, these women purchased costly myrrh
and came by night, both for fear of the Jews and because the Law permitted them to mourn earlier in the day and to
anoint the body, thereby making up for a deficiency that had been due to pressure of time. When they arrived at the
tomb, they saw different sights: the two shining Angels inside the tomb, and the other sitting on the stone; after this, they
beheld Christ and worshipped Him; St. Mary Magdalene asked Him about Himself as if He were the gardener.

Many were the Myrrh-Bearers, but the Evangelists mentioned only the important ones, leaving the others aside. First of
them all was Mary Magdalene, from whom Christ had cast out seven demons; after the Ascension of Christ, she went to
Rome, as the story has it, and delivered Pilate and the High Priests to an evil death, after relating to the Emperor
Tiberius the events surrounding Christ; she later reposed in Ephesus and was buried by St. John the Theologian; her
Relics were translated to Constantinople by Emperor Leo the Wise. The second was Salome, who was a daughter of St.
Joseph the Betrothed and whose husband was Zebedee; she gave birth to St. John the Evangelist and St. James. For
Joseph had begotten four sons: James, called the Less, Joses, Simon, and Jude; and three daughters: Esther, Thamar,
and Salome, the wife of Zebedee. Hence, when you hear in the Gospel about Mary, the mother of James the Less and
Joses, keep in mind that she is the Theotokos; for the Theotokos was reckoned to be the mother of the sons of Joseph,
and, as it turns out, St. John the Evangelist was a nephew of Christ, since he was the son of a sister. The third of the
Myrrh-Bearers was Joanna, the wife of Chuza, the administrator and steward of King Herod’s household. The fourth
and the fifth were Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus. The sixth was Mary, the wife of Clopas, (Cleopas), brother
of St. Joseph the Betrothed. The seventh was Susanna who used her wealth to support Jesus’ ministry. And there were
very many others, as the Divine Luke records, who supported Christ and His Disciples from their own resources.

Because these women proclaimed the Resurrection and contributed greatly to assuring us, with utter certainty, of
Christ’s Resurrection, the Church of God received the tradition of celebrating them after St. Thomas, for they were the
first to see Christ risen from the dead, preached the message of salvation to all, and most excellently pursued the life
according to Christ and as befitted women who were disciples of Christ.

By the intercessions of the Holy Myrrh-Bearers, O God, have mercy on us. Amen.
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