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Sunday, November 22, 2020  - Parable of the Rich Fool 
 

 

 

Sunday, November 22 – 10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy  

Wednesday, November 25 – No Divine Liturgy 

Thursday, November 26 – Thanksgiving Day – Divine Liturgy 8:30 AM 

                                                          (No Office Hours) 

Saturday, November 28 – 5:00 PM – Vespers  

Sunday, November 29 – 10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy 



Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria 

Commemorated on November 24  

The Holy Great Martyr Catherine was the daughter of Constus, the governor of 

Alexandrian Egypt during the reign of the emperor Maximian (305-313). Living in 

the capital, the center of Hellenistic knowledge, and possessed of a rare beauty 

and intellect, Catherine received an excellent education, studying the works of the 

greatest philosophers and teachers of antiquity. Young men from the most worthy 

families of the empire sought the hand of the beautiful Catherine, but she was not 

interested in any of them. She told her parents that she would enter into marriage 

only with someone who surpassed her in nobility, wealth, comeliness and wisdom.  

Catherine’s mother, a secret Christian, sent her to her own spiritual Father, a 

saintly Elder living in a cave outside the city, for advice. After listening to 

Catherine, the Elder said that he knew of a Youth who surpassed her in everything. 

“His countenance is more radiant than the shining of the sun, and all of creation is 

governed by His wisdom. His riches are given to all the nations of the world, yet 

they never diminish. His compassion is unequaled.”  

This description of the Heavenly Bridegroom produced in the soul of the holy 

maiden an ardent desire to see Him. “If you do as I tell you,” said the monk, “you 

will gaze upon the countenance of this illustrious man.” In parting, the Elder 

handed Catherine an icon of the Theotokos with the divine Child Jesus on Her arm 

and told her to pray with faith to the Queen of Heaven, the Mother of the Heavenly 

Bridegroom, and She would hear Catherine and grant her heart’s desire.  



Catherine prayed all night and was permitted to see the Most Holy Virgin, Who said 

Her Divine Son, “Behold Thy handmaiden Catherine, how fair and virtuous she is.” 

But the Child turned His face away from her saying, “No, she is ugly and 

unbelieving. She is a foolish pauper, and I cannot bear to look at her until she 

forsakes her impiety.”  

Catherine returned again to the Elder deeply saddened, and told him what she had 

seen in the dream. He lovingly received her, instructed her in the faith of Christ, 

admonished her to preserve her purity and integrity and to pray unceasingly. She 

then received the Mystery of holy Baptism from him. Again Saint Catherine had a 

vision of the Most Holy Theotokos with Her Child. Now the Lord looked tenderly at 

her and gave her a beautiful ring, a wondrous token of her betrothal to the 

Heavenly Bridegroom (this ring is still on her hand).  

At that time the emperor Maximian was in Alexandria for a pagan festival. 

Therefore, the celebration was especially splendid and crowded. The cries of the 

sacrificial animals, the smoke and the smell of the sacrifices, the endless blazing 

of fires, and the bustling crowds at the arenas defiled the city of Alexandria. 

Human victims also were brought, the confessors of Christ, those who would not 

deny Him under torture. They were condemned to death in the fire. The saint’s love 

for the Christian martyrs and her fervent desire to ease their sufferings compelled 

Catherine to speak to the pagan priest and to the emperor Maximian.  

Introducing herself, the saint confessed her faith in the One True God and with 

wisdom exposed the errors of the pagans. The beauty of the maiden captivated the 

emperor. In order to convince her and to show the superiority of pagan wisdom, the 

emperor ordered fifty of the most learned philosophers and rhetoricians of the 

Empire to dispute with her, but the saint got the better of the wise men, so that 

they came to believe in Christ themselves. Saint Catherine made the Sign of the 

Cross over the martyrs, and they bravely accepted death for Christ and were 

burned alive by order of the emperor.  

Maximian, no longer hoping to convince the saint, tried to entice her with the 

promise of riches and fame. Receiving an angry refusal, the emperor gave orders to 

subject the saint to terrible tortures and then throw her in prison. The Empress 

Augusta, who had heard much about the saint, wanted to see her. She prevailed 

upon the military commander Porphyrius to accompany her to the prison with a 

detachment of soldiers. The empress was impressed by the strong spirit of Saint 



Catherine, whose face was radiant with divine grace. The holy martyr explained 

the Christian teaching to them, and they were converted to Christ.  

On the following day they again brought the martyr to the judgment court where, 

under the threat of being broken on the wheel, she was urged to renounce the 

Christian Faith and offer sacrifice to the gods. The saint steadfastly confessed 

Christ and she herself approached the wheels; but an angel smashed the 

instruments of execution, which shattered into pieces with many pagans standing 

nearby.  

Having beheld this wonder, the Empress Augusta and the imperial courtier 

Porphyrius with 200 soldiers confessed their faith in Christ in front of everyone, 

and they were beheaded. Maximian again tried to entice the holy martyr, proposing 

marriage to her, and again he was refused. Saint Catherine firmly confessed her 

fidelity to the heavenly Bridegroom Christ, and with a prayer to Him she herself laid 

her head on the block beneath the executioner’s sword.  

The relics of Saint Catherine were taken by the angels to Mount Sinai. In the sixth 

century, the venerable head and left hand of the holy martyr were found through a 

revelation and transferred with honor to a newly-constructed church of the Sinai 

monastery, built by the holy Emperor Justinian (November 14).  

Saint Catherine is called upon for relief and assistance during a difficult childbirth. 

Pilgrims to her monastery on Mt Sinai are given souvenir rings as a remembrance 

of their visit.  

 

 



St. Nicholas Parish News and Announcements 
November 22, 2020 

  

 

The Stanley-Rizzo Bowling Fundraiser that was held two weeks ago 

donated $560 to our church. Thanks to all those who participated in 

this annual event remembering Bill Stanley. 

 

2021 Calendars are now available at church. Many thanks to Jim Plis 

for his continued gift to our parishioners and his compassionate and 

caring professional services to our church community! 

 

This Thursday is Thanksgiving Day. Our usual mid-week Divine Liturgy 

will be moved to this holiday from Wednesday.  The church blesses us 

to suspend the Christmas Fast for this day. Please join us for the 

Liturgy to offer thanks for God’s mercy and never-ending love and 

receive His great gift to us; His Body and Blood in the Holy Eucharist. 

 

Pierogies will be made by the Sisterhood on December 4th and 5th. 

Please plan to come to help with this project as an offering of your 

time (during this season of preparation for the Nativity of Our Lord) in 

support of the charitable work of the Sisterhood! God bless you for 

your help!  



December 2020 Calendar 
 

Wednesday, December 2 – 8:30 AM – Divine Liturgy. 

Saturday, December 5 – 5:00 PM – Vespers. 

Sunday, December 6 – 10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy – St. Nicholas. 

Wednesday, December 9 – 8:30 AM – Divine Liturgy – Conception of    

                                                             the Blessed Theotokos. 

Saturday, December 12 – 5:00 PM – Vespers. 

Sunday, December 13– 10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy – St. Herman of   

                                                                             Alaska. 

Wednesday, December 16 – 8:30 AM – Divine Liturgy 

Saturday, December 19 – 5:00 PM – Vespers. 

Sunday, December 20 – 10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy. 

Wednesday, December 23 – No Liturgy. 

Thursday, December 24 – 8:30 AM - Vesperal Divine Liturgy of   

                                                            Christmas Eve. 

                                        - 3:30 PM – Compline and Matins of Christmas. 

Friday, December 25 – 10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy of the Nativity of Our          

                                                           Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Saturday, December 26 – 8:30 AM – Divine Liturgy – Synaxis of the  

                                                            Blessed Theotokos. 

                                        -5:00 PM - Vespers 

Sunday, December 27 – 10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy – St. Stephen 

Wednesday, December 30 – No Liturgy 

Thursday, December 31 – 5:00 PM – Vespers – Feast of the   

                                                   Circumcision of the Lord and St. Basil.  

 

 

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!      



Metropolitan Tikhon Sends Condolences on the Falling 

Asleep of Serbian Orthodox Patriarch Irinej 

SYOSSET, NY [OCA] 

His Holiness Patriarch Irenej 

  

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon sent condolences on behalf of the Holy Synod of 

the Orthodox Church in America on the falling asleep of His Holiness Patriarch 

Irinej of the Serbian Orthodox Church. Patriarch Irinej, age 90, reportedly 

contracted COVID-19 after attending the funeral of Metropolitan Amfilohije of 

Montenegro on November 1, 2020.  

His Beatitude hailed Patriarch Irinej as a “lifelong devoted servant of the Church,” 

“a national leader,” and noted that he “strengthened the fraternal bonds between 

Orthodox Christians of all nations everywhere.”  

Metropolitan Hrisostom of Dabar-Bosnia has been named Locum Tenens of the 

Serbian Patriarchal throne.  

 

 



Let Us Give Thanks Unto the Lord! 

Grace before the Meal, by Fritz von 

Uhde, 1885  

      

Today Americans (and friends of Americans) celebrate what is probably the most 

religious national holiday in the United States. Tradition has it that the first 

immigrants, whom we call “pilgrims” for their religious relationship to their new 

home, were helped by the Native Americans to survive. As they shared the harvest 

of their labors on this fruitful land, they gave thanks to the Lord, for all He had 

given them, and for life itself. When hunger, cold, and sickness threaten us but we 

nevertheless we survive and carry on, we have to know God has helped us once 

more.  

The Israelites of the Old Testament gave us a precedent for offering thanksgiving 

to the Lord whenever they were saved from troubles, and also as a constant part of 

their life. There is the foreshadowing of the Eucharist, which means “giving 

thanks”, in Leviticus (7:12): If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with 

the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened 

wafers anointed with oil, and cakes mingled with oil… And an indication of the 

voluntary nature of our thanksgiving: And when ye will offer a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving unto the Lord, offer it at your own will (Lev 22:29). King David the 

Psalmist continually strummed his gratitude to the Most High: That I may publish 

with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wondrous works (Ps 26:7). Offer 

unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High… (Ps 50:14). I will 



praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving (Ps 

69:30). Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise 

unto him with psalms (Ps 95:2). Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 

courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name (Ps 100:4). And let 

them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing 

(Ps 107:22). I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the 

name of the Lord (Ps 116:17). Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praise 

upon the harp unto our God…(Ps 147:7).  

Isaiah foretold to us the good things of the Lord to come, and the thankfulness of 

those who will inhabit them: For the Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her 

waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the 

garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the 

voice of melody (Is 51:3).  

And after the coming of our Lord, the Apostle Paul also calls us to abide in state of 

thanksgiving: For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 

through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God (2 Cor 4:15). Being 

enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving 

to God (2 Cor 9:11). For the administration of this service not only supplieth the 

want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God (2 Cor 

9:12). Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God (Philip 4:6). Rooted and 

built up in him, and established in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding 

therein with thanksgiving (Col 2:7).  

We can see from the words of St. Paul that our lack of want, even our abundance 

goes hand in hand with our thanksgiving, our giving glory to God for everything. 

God will provide, but we must always remember to give thanks for what He has 

provided.  

Thankfulness to God is expressed again and again in our prayer life. We begin our 

day with the morning prayers, in which we say, “As I rise from sleep I thank Thee, 

O Holy Trinity, for through Thy great goodness and patience Thou wast not angered 

with me, an idler and sinner, nor hast Thou destroyed me in my sins, but hast 

shown Thy usual love for men, and when I was prostrate in despair, Thou hast 

raised me to keep the morning watch and glorify Thy power…” After we take our 

meals, we say: “We thank Thee O Christ our God, that Thou hast satisfied us with 



Thine earthly gifts…” And before we lie down to sleep, having supplicated the Lord 

in our evening prayers for forgiveness of our sins, we give thanks to Almighty God 

for granting us during the past day, by His grace, His gifts of life and health.  

And when we attend Divine Liturgy we make a magnificent, ultimate prayer of 

thanksgiving to the Lord. Some parishes in the United States have a tradition of 

celebrating the Liturgy on Thanksgiving Day, or at least of gathering for a moleben 

of Thanksgiving. Although this day is traditionally observed as a family holiday, the 

parish may hold a Thanksgiving dinner for its “family in Christ”. But even if there is 

no opportunity to attend services on this day, we can always lift up our hearts in 

prayer before the festive family meal, and say this Orthodox prayer of thanksgiving:  

Orthodox Prayer of Thanksgiving  

O Lord my Savior and my Master, I, Thine unprofitable servant, with fear and 

trembling give thanks unto Thy loving goodness for all Thy benefits which Thou 

hast poured so abundantly upon me, Thy servant. I fall down in adoration before 

Thee and offer Thee, O God, my praises; with fervor I cry to Thee:  

O God, deliver me from all adversities and mercifully fulfill in me such of my 

desires as may be expedient for me. Hear me, I entreat Thee, and have mercy, for 

Thou art the Hope of all the ends of the earth, and unto Thee, with the Father, and 

the Holy Spirit, be ascribed glory, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.  

I praise Thee, O God of our Fathers, I hymn Thee, I bless Thee, I give thanks unto 

thee for Thy great and tender mercy. To Thee I flee, O merciful and mighty God. 

Shine into my heart with the True Sun of Thy righteousness.  

Enlighten my mind and keep all my senses, that henceforth I may walk uprightly 

and keep Thy commandments, and may finally attain unto eternal life, even to 

Thee, Who art the source of life, and be admitted to the glorious fruition of Thine 

inaccessible Light; for Thou art my God, and unto Thee, O Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit, be ascribed glory, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.1   

Today is a special day for Americans, but it also provides us with a wonderful 

opportunity to remind Orthodox Christians around the world to give thanks unto the 

Lord, for He is good, and His mercy endureth forever.   (From orthodoxy.ru) 

 



Transcript for President Abraham Lincoln’s Thanksgiving 

Proclamation from October 3, 1863 
 

By the President of the United States 

A Proclamation 

 

The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the blessings of 

fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly 

enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have 

been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature that they cannot fail to 

penetrate and even soften the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-

watchful providence of Almighty God.  In the midst of a civil war of unequaled 

magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign states to invite 

and provoke their aggressions, peace has been preserved with all nations, order 

has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has 

prevailed everywhere, except in the theater of military conflict; while that theater 

has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union.  

Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to 

the national defense have not arrested the plow, the shuttle, or the ship; the ax 

has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and 

coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than heretofore. 

Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made 

in the camp, the siege, and the battlefield, and the country, rejoicing in the 

consciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect 

continuance of years with large increase of freedom.  No human counsel hath 

devised, nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the 

gracious gifts of the Most High God, who while dealing with us in anger for our 

sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy.  It has seemed to me fit and proper 

that they should be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged as with one 

heart and one voice by the whole American people. I do, therefore, invite my 

fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea 

and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last 

Thursday of November next as a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent 

Father who dwelleth in the heavens. And I recommend to them that, while offering 

up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and blessings, 

they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and 

disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, 



orphans, mourners, or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are 

unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty hand 

to heal the wounds of the nation, and to restore it, as soon as may be consistent 

with the Divine purposes, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquility, and 

union. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 

United Stated States to be affixed.  Done at the city of Washington, this third day 

of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, 

and of the Independence of the United States the eighty-eighth. 

 

Abraham Lincoln 

By the President: William H. Seward. Secretary of State 

 

Gratitude to whom? A meditation for the 

holiday. 

Source: New York Post 

By Seth Lipsky  

Be thankful you didn't let Snoopy and Woodstock 

cater your dinner: A scene from the classic special, "A Charlie Brown 

Thanksgiving."  

 

Let us begin Thanksgiving morning with a reflection on the object of all this 

gratitude: Whom do we thank?  

Is it the Indians? The Pilgrims? Nature? Fortune?  



It turns out that the record is long, clear and official. It goes back to George 

Washington’s first Thanksgiving proclamation, issued on Oct. 3, 1789, here at New 

York. He called for a day of public prayer and thanksgiving — to God.  

Congress, Washington noted, had requested that he recommend to the people that 

the day “be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors 

of Almighty God.” He set aside Thursday, Nov. 26, 1789.  

In 1795, Washington turned around and asserted that it is “our duty as a people, 

with devout reverence and affectionate gratitude, to acknowledge our many and 

great obligations to Almighty God.”  

In 1798, John Adams issued a Thanksgiving proclamation that referred to the 

“Redeemer of the World.” It culminated in a recommendation that “the duties of 

humiliation and prayer be accompanied by fervent thanksgiving to the Bestower of 

Every Good Gift.”  

Thomas Jefferson was one of the presidents who shrank from issuing a 

Thanksgiving proclamation. But in 1789, as governor of Virginia, he did establish 

Dec. 9 as a day of thanksgiving to God.  

And President James Madison set aside Jan. 12, 1815, as a day for Americans’ 

“voluntarily offering” in “their respective religious assemblies” their “humble 

adoration to the Great Sovereign of the Universe,” confessing their sins and 

“strengthening their vows of repentance.”  

Abraham Lincoln issued four Thanksgiving proclamations, including one that 

reckoned America’s bounties were so extraordinary “that they can not fail to 

penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-

watchful providence of Almighty God.”  

In 1864, he set apart the last Thursday in November “as a day which I desire to be 

observed by all my fellow-citizens, wherever they may then be, as a day of 

thanksgiving and praise to Almighty God, the beneficent Creator and Ruler of the 

Universe.”  

President Ulysses S. Grant recommended that all Americans “assemble” in “their 

accustomed places of public worship and to unite in the homage and praise due to 



the bountiful Father of All Mercies.” (That was one of Washington’s famous phrases 

for God.)  

Decades later, Theodore Roosevelt “brought to his Thanksgiving proclamations 

some of the progressive spirit he brought to his presidency,” according to The New 

York Sun (from whose annual Thanksgiving editorials many of these quotes are 

drawn).  

Americans could “best prove our thankfulness to the Almighty by the way in which 

. . . each of us does his duty to his fellow-men.”  

And Franklin Roosevelt recognized God as an ally in war. “God’s help to us had 

been great in this year of march toward world-wide liberty,” FDR wrote in his 1943 

Thanksgiving proclamation.  

A year later he suggested “a nationwide reading of the Holy Scriptures during the 

period from Thanksgiving to Christmas.”  

In 1950, Harry Truman became the first president to reference Jews in his 

Thanksgiving proclamation, entreating Americans “in church, chapel, and 

synagogue, in their homes and in the busy walks of life, every day and everywhere, 

to pray for peace.”  

Dwight Eisenhower wrote of American gratitude “that each of us can worship God 

in his own way.”  

JFK wrote that America was born “in the conviction that right and justice and 

freedom can through man’s efforts persevere and come to fruition with the 

blessing of God.”  

Richard Nixon’s proclamation was probably the first to mention Jesus: “From 

Moses at the Red Sea to Jesus preparing to feed the multitudes, the Scriptures 

summon us to words and deeds of gratitude, even before divine blessings are fully 

perceived,” he wrote.  

It’s not that atheists have no place at the harvest table. America’s government is a 

secular institution, before which all stand equal. But it is a secular institution 

whose greatest leaders have always expressed gratitude to God. To which I say, 

Amen. And please pass the cranberries.  


