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Sunday, January 25, 2026 

33rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 8. Sunday of Zacchaeus. New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia. 

St. Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople (389). St. Moses, Archbishop of Novgorod (1362). 

Martyrs Felicitas of Rome, and seven sons: Januarius, Felix, Philip, Silvanus, Alexander, Vitalis and Martial 

(ca. 164). Ven. Publius, Ascetic, of Syria (ca. 380). St. Mares the Singer, of Syria (ca. 430). Icons of the 

Mother of God, “ASSUAGE MY SORROW” (translation to Moscow in 1640), and “THE UNEXPECTED JOY”.  

Saint Vetranion of Tomis (4th c.). 

 

Schedule of Services and Events 

Saturday, January 24 – 5:00 PM – Vespers 

Sunday, January 25 – No Adult Education 

    -9:30 AM Divine Liturgy for the Sunday of Zaccheus    

     followed by the Annual Parish Meeting. 

Wednesday, January 28 –8:30 AM - Divine Liturgy        

Friday, January 30 – 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy – Feast of the     

                            Three Holy Hierarchs 

Saturday, January 31 – 5:00 PM – Vespers 

Sunday, February 1 - 8:40 AM - Adult Education 

-9:30 AM Divine Liturgy followed by Coffee Hour  

11:30 AM - Vespers with Litya for the Feast of the Meeting of                  

the Lord in the Temple. 

Monday, February 2 – 8:30 AM Divine Liturgy – Feast of the Meeting of    

           the Lord in the Temple 

 



Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held this 
Sunday, January 25.  Please plan to attend. Your 

participation and input is most greatly appreciated. 
 

Congratulations to Steve and DeAnna Baumes and all of their 

family on the birth of  their son Everett Michael on Friday, 

January 16. (9lbs, 13ozs). May God Grant them many Blessed 

Years! 

 
We express our condolences to Celeste Johnson and her family on 

the falling asleep in the Lord of her grandfather Elmer Berry. 
May his memory be eternal 

 
Thanks for your assistance with adding to our food bank 

donations for our continuing Souper-Bowl food collection. Items 
that are most needed are soups for kids, Spaghetti-O’s, Chef 
Boyardee products, Little Debbie and Goldfish individual 
snacks, Welch’s fruit snacks, or other individual snacks. 

 

 

Pork Chop Dinner Tickets will be available within the next 

week. Please see Greg Michaels. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday of Zacchaeus 

Commemorated on January 25  

The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season of Great Lent, which 

is also preceded by its own liturgical preparation. The first sign of the approach of 

Great Lent comes five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the Gospel 

reading is about Zacchaeus the tax-collector. It tells how Christ brought salvation 

to the sinful man, and how his life was changed simply because he “sought to see 

who Jesus was” (Luke 19:3). The desire and effort to see Jesus begins the entire 

movement through Lent towards Pascha. It is the first movement of salvation. 

Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as 

Zacchaeus recognized his. He promised to make restitution by giving half of his 

wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had falsely accused four times as 

much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the Law (Ex. 

22:3-12). 

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and 

atone for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal 

apology, but when we correct ourselves and try to make amends for the 

consequences of our evil actions.  

We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ’s words to 

Zacchaeus, “Today salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). After the Great 

Doxology and Trisagion at Sunday Matins (when the Tone of the week is in Tone 1, 

3, 5, or 7) we sing the Troparion of the Resurrection: “Today salvation is come to 

the world, let us sing praises to Him Who arose from the tomb, and is the Author of 

our life. For having destroyed death by death, He has given us the victory and great 

mercy.” 



Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have 

sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our 

spiritual stature, therefore we must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words, 

we must prepare for spiritual effort and growth.  Saint Zacchaeus is also 

commemorated on April 20.  

 

New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia 

Commemorated on January 25  

On the Sunday closest to January 25, the Church commemorates the Synaxis of the 

Holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, remembering all those Orthodox 

Christians who suffered for Christ at the hands of the godless Soviets during the 

years of persecution. These include the royal Passion Bearers Tsar Nicholas II and 

his family, and the Grand Duchess Elizabeth. Countless thousands of martyrs, both 

clergy and laity also suffered, some of whose names are known, as well as millions 

of simple believers whose names have been lost to history. 

It is estimated that the number of the New Martyrs of Russia, who were glorified by 

the Russian Orthodox Church at the Jubilee Council of 2000, far exceeds that of all 

the martyrs who died for Christ during the first three centuries of Christianity. The 

Russian Church lost millions of its sons and daughters, not only at the hands of 

external enemies, but also those of their own country. Among those who were 

murdered and tortured in the years of persecution were countless Orthodox: laity, 

monks, priests, and bishops, whose only “crime” was their unshakable faith in God. 

In the long history of the world, never have so many new heavenly intercessors been 

glorified by the Church in such a way (more than one thousand New Martyrs were 

numbered among the saints). Among those who suffered for their faith were some 

who labored in America before the Russian Revolution: St. Tikhon, Patriarch of 

Moscow and All Russia (April 7); St. Alexander Hotovitzky (Dec. 4); St. John 

Kochurov (Oct. 31).  

 

 

 



ST GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN, ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE 

Gregory was born in Nazianzus of a Greek father [who later became a Christian and a 

bishop] and a Christian mother. Before his baptism, he studied in Athens with Basil 

the Great and Julian the Apostate. Gregory often prophesied that Julian would 

become an apostate and a persecutor of the Church, and this actually happened. 

Gregory's good mother, Nonna, had an especially great influence on him. When he 

had completed his studies Gregory was baptized. St. Basil consecrated him as 

Bishop of Sasima, and Emperor Theodosius the Great summoned him to fill the 

vacant archepiscopal throne of Constantinople. He wrote numerous works, the 

most famous of which are those on theology, for which he is called The 

Theologian. Especially known, because of its depth, is his work Homilies on The 

Holy Trinity. Gregory wrote against the heretic Macedonius, who erroneously 

taught that the Holy Spirit is a creation of God. He also wrote against Apollinarius, 

who erroneously taught that Christ did not have a human soul, but that His divinity 

was in lieu of His soul. Additionally Gregory wrote against Emperor Julian the 

Apostate, his one-time fellow student. In 381 A.D., when a debate began regarding 

his election as archbishop, he withdrew on his own and issued a statement: "Those 

who deprive us of our archepiscopal throne cannot deprive us of God." Afterward 

he left Constantinople and went to Nazianzus, and there he lived a life of solitude 

and prayer, writing beneficial books. Although he was in poor health throughout his 

entire life, Gregory nevertheless lived to be eighty years old. His relics were later 

transferred to Rome. A reliquary containing his head reposes in the Cathedral of 

the Dormition in Moscow. He was, and remains, a great and wonderful light of the 

Orthodox Church, as much by his meekness and purity of character as by the 

unsurpassable depth of his mind. He reposed in the Lord in the year 390 A.D. 

REFLECTION 

They deceive themselves who speak self-confidently that they know men well 

enough, and that they do not allow themselves to be deceived. Who can know 

what kind of spirit is in a man--except only God, Who knows the secrets of the 

heart? Even the great saints were mistaken about people. For example: for a long 

time St. Basil considered a certain hypocritical heretic to be a holy man, and he 

defended him from many attackers until, finally, convinced of the heretic's 

falseness, Basil was bitterly disappointed. St. Gregory the Theologian baptized a 

certain philosopher, Maximus by name, and liked him so much that he kept the 

philosopher in his home, sharing his table with him. However, this Maximus was 



as dangerous and cunning as a serpent. After a period of time, through intrigue 

and bribes, Maximus convinced numerous Constantinopolians to recognize him as 

patriarch in place of St. Gregory. When, after great confusion, this trial was 

removed, some rebuked Gregory for having kept his greatest enemy with him. The 

saint replied: "We are not to blame if we do not discern someone's evil. God alone 

knows the inner secrets of a man. And we are told by the commandments to open 

our hearts with fatherly love to all who come to us." A good man cannot easily 

understand the malice of a malevolent man.   (St. Nicholas of Zicha) 

 

 

 

 


