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Sunday, November 27, 2022 
Saint James the Persian 

 

 

 

Saturday, November 26 – 5:00 PM Vespers 

Sunday, November 27 – No Adult Education 

                                     - 9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy followed by a      

                                        Panikhida for Peter Aversa and Coffee Hour 

Wednesday November 30 – 8:30 AM - Divine Liturgy – Apostle Andrew 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday December 1, 2 and 3 – Pierogi Making 

Saturday, December 3 – 4:00 PM – Panikhida for members of the Bashta   

                                                       and Bandas Families 

                                      - 5:00 PM – Vespers 

Sunday December 4 - 8:40 AM - Adult Education 

                                   – 9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy and Coffee Hour and    

                                                      Parish Council Meeting 
Please remember the needs of our church for its every-day operating expenses in 

your charitable giving. God Bless you for continuing to support the work of our 

church in this community.  



There will be a Parish Council Meeting next Sunday, December 4 

following Divine Liturgy 

 

Your assistance is requested at the Sisterhood makes sauerkraut 

pierogi this week on Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Please come to 

help in this project and God Bless you for your help! 

 

Donations 

$25 for the General fund in Memory of Bill Acker by Paul Smith Jr. 

$100 for the Smith/Kapcha and Donofrio/Izzo Families by Paul Smith Jr. 

for the General Fund 

Prophet Habakkuk 

Commemorated on December 2  

The Holy Prophet Habakkuk, the eighth of the Twelve Minor Prophets, was 

descended from the Tribe of Simeon, and he prophesied around 650 B.C.  The 

Prophet Habakkuk foresaw the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple, the Babylonian 

Captivity and the later return of the captives to their native land. During the war 

with the Babylonians the prophet withdrew to Arabia, where the following miracle 

occurred. When he was bringing dinner to the reapers, he met an angel of the Lord, 

and instantly by the strength of his spirit he was transported to Babylon, where at 

the time the Prophet Daniel was languishing in prison. The food intended for the 

reapers assuaged the hunger of the exhausted Prophet Daniel (Dan. 14:33-37). After 

the end of the war with the Babylonians, the Prophet Habakkuk returned to his 

homeland and died at a great old age. His relics were found at the time of Emperor 

Theodosius the Younger (408-450), together with the relics of the Prophet Micah 

(August 14). The Fourth Ode of the Psalter (“O Lord, I have heard thy report, and was 

afraid...”) is based on Habakkuk 3:2-19.  



Greatmartyr James the Persian 

Commemorated on November 27  

The Holy Great Martyr James the Persian (the Sawn-Asunder) was born in the 

fourth century into a pious Christian family, both wealthy and illustrious. His wife 

was also a Christian, and the couple raised their children in piety, inspiring in them 

a love for prayer and the Holy Scriptures. James occupied a high position at the 

court of the Persian emperor Izdegerd (399-420) and his successor Barakhranes 

(420-438). But on one of the military campaigns James, seduced by the emperor’s 

beneficence, was afraid to acknowledge himself a Christian, and so he offered 

sacrifice to idols with the emperor.  Learning of this, James’ mother and wife wrote 

him a letter, in which they rebuked him and urged him to repent. Receiving the 

letter, James realized the gravity of his sin. Faced with the horror of being cut off 

not only from his family, but also from God Himself, he began to weep loudly, 

imploring the Lord for forgiveness. 

His fellow-soldiers, hearing him pray to the Lord Jesus Christ, reported this to the 

emperor. Under interrogation, Saint James bravely confessed his faith in the one 

True God. No amount of urging by the emperor could make him renounce Christ. 

The emperor then ordered the saint to be put to death.  They began to cut off his 

fingers and his toes one by one, then his hands and his feet, and then his arms and 

legs. During the prolonged torture Saint James offered prayers of thanksgiving to 

the Lord, Who had granted him the possibility of redemption from his sins by 

enduring these terrible torments. Finally, the martyr was beheaded. Christians 

gathered up the pieces of his body and buried them with great reverence.  



Martyr Myrope of Chios 

Commemorated on December 2  

The Holy Martyr Myrope was born in the city of Ephesus at the beginning of the 

third century. She lost her father at an early age, and her mother raised her in the 

Christian Faith. Saint Myrope frequently visited the grave of the Martyr Hermione 

(September 4), daughter of the holy Apostle Philip, took myrrh from her relics, and 

healed the sick with it. 

During the persecution by Decius (249-251), Myrope went with her mother to the 

island of Chios, where they spent their time in fasting and prayer. Once, by order of 

the cruel governor of the island, the soldier Isidore (May 14), a man of deep faith 

and great piety, was martyred. Saint Myrope secretly removed the body of the 

martyr and buried it. The soldiers, who had been ordered not to allow the 

Christians to take Isidore’s body, were sentenced to death. 

Saint Myrope took pity on the condemned, and she told the soldiers and then the 

governor what she had done. At the trial she confessed herself a Christian. For this 

they gave her a fierce beating and then threw her in prison. At midnight, while she 

was praying, a light shone in the prison. Saint Isidore appeared surrounded by 

angels, and Saint Myrope surrendered her soul to God. The prison was immediately 

filled with a sweet fragrance. The pagan guard, trembling at the vision, told this to 

a priest. Later, he accepted Baptism and a martyric death for his confession of 

Christ.  

 

 

 



Metropolitan Hilarion: Eucharist is the 

wedding feast, to which Lord Jesus 

Christ invites each of us. 

 

 

 “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit! 

 “In one of his writings Hieromartyr Cyprian says, ‘No one can have God for his 

father, who has not the Church for his mother.’ I would like to dwell on these words 

of the saint in relation to today’s Gospel reading. 

“Today we have heard a parable that the Lord Jesus Christ told on one of the last 

days of His earthly life. Christ was already in Jerusalem, and sufferings on the 

cross lay ahead of him. The Savior told a parable about a king who invited different 

people to a wedding feast. Yet, one by one these people started to turn down the 

invitation. Then the king sent his servant to invite everyone who would wish to 

come. People came, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. ‘When the king 

came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment’ 

(Mt 22:11), and commanded his servants to ‘bind him hand and foot, and cast him 

into the outer darkness’ (Mt 22:13). Such is the plot of the parable. 

“What does this parable tell us about? It tells us about the Church and about the 

wedding feast, to which the Lord invites anyone who wants to come. This wedding 

banquet is the entire Church, the whole church life, the liturgical, sacramental and 

mystical life of the Church that finds its highest expression in the Sacrament of the 

Holy Eucharist. For Eucharist is the wedding feast, to which our Lord Jesus Christ 

invites each and all of us. And whenever the Divine Liturgy is celebrated, be it on a 

Sunday, a feast or a week day, we gather in the church, partake of the Holy 

Mysteries of Christ and thus become those whom the Lord called to His wedding 

banquet. And about us St Cyprian of Carthage said that for us the Church is the 

mother and therefore God is the Father. 

“Of course, many people say that God exists, but the Church is unnecessary. There 

are many different variations of this thought, this ideology, which is voiced by 



different people. They say that the Church is unnecessary in general, in principle, 

because God is above all, and every person has direct access to God through 

prayer. Others believe that even prayer is unnecessary, but it suffices to 

acknowledge that somewhere in heavens there is some supreme good origin, and 

it is enough in order to lead a good life. And there are people who say that the 

Church is kind of necessary, but not the Church that exists now, whose hierarchs 

cruise on yachts and whose priests fleece people and drive limousines; some other 

Church is needed. It can be an alternative Church, but surely not the one which all 

of you are invited to enter, because in this Church something is always wrong… 

“Regrettably, many people, being under the influence of this propaganda spread via 

the mass media, especially the Internet and social networks, do not go to church, 

thus depriving themselves of what has always been the most important and 

essential thing in the Church – the wedding supper during which God sits at table 

with those whom He invited. And He invites everyone who wants to come, and 

there are no people who would not be allowed to join this wedding supper. 

“The Church, which is created by the Lord Jesus Christ, has existed for two 

thousand years. Over this time so many people, so many hierarchs and clergymen, 

monastics and laypeople have passed through the Church. Some of them reached 

the heights of holiness, others proved to be unworthy and became a stumbling 

block to other people by their behavior, by failing to live up to the ideal given by 

Christ in the Gospel. So what? Has the Church diminished because of that? Has 

she defiled herself? No, of course not! The Church was and remains holy, but not 

thanks to us, but rather in spite of us. The Church is holy, because Christ granted 

unto her His holiness and through Her gives it to anyone who wishes to come to 

His wedding feast. 

“The highest expression of the Divine love for humankind is in the suffering and 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ. In our liturgical experience it is refracted through 

the holy Eucharist, because every time we go to the church of God and participate 

in the Divine Liturgy we commemorate the passions of our Lord Jesus Christ, His 

death on the cross and His resurrection. We not only commemorate it; we also 

participate in it: we are present at Golgotha where the crucified Lord cries out to 

His Father; we see His burial and then become participants in His resurrection. 

“This is the most important thing in the Church. This is what the Church is needed 

for. And we should never stumble over a rumor about this or that church member, 



even a clergyman. For, firstly, what we hear is very often not true: some may 

slander clergymen, hierarchs, the Patriarch, imputing to them what they have 

never had and creating myths in order to turn others away from the Church. 

“Secondly, we must keep in mind that the Church stands on this earth thanks not 

to people, but to God Who created it for people. And we come to the Church in 

order to to be filled with the Divine grace and holiness which originate from the 

Very Source of life, and not in order to be carried away by rumours and undignified 

talks about other people’s lives. 

“I would like to remind all of us, dear brothers and sisters, that the Church exists 

for the sake of people’s salvation, and to cite once again the remarkable words of 

St Cyprian of Carthage: those who do not have the Church for their mother, do not 

have God for their father. Let slanderers of the Church make no mistake that 

without the Church they will have direct access to God. God will not accept such 

people, for they do not have the Church for their mother, they do not love the 

Church and, therefore, do not love God. As for us, we love the Church, we cherish 

her. For us the Church is the salvific Noah’s ark, in which we move towards the 

Heavenly Kingdom. 

“But let us also remember what today’s parable tells us: in order to take part in the 

wedding feast, we need the wedding garment. 

“Some people are perplexed about the actions of the king from the parable: how 

come he himself invited commoners from thoroughfares and crossroads and then 

suddenly demanded the wedding garment? The thing is that there is no need for 

people to bring it with them or to prepare it beforehand – it is given by the Lord 

Himself to those who wish to partake in His wedding feast. And when the Church 

reminds us that we need to have the wedding garment, she refers, first and 

foremost, to the purity of heart, so that, when coming to the Sacrament of the Holy 

Eucharist and partaking of the Holy Mysteries of Christ, we may purify our heart in 

order to eradicate all duplicity and ambiguity, so that with the love for God, with 

the awareness of our sinfulness and with the desire to improve ourselves and 

receive God’s grace, we may come to this holy feast, this holy Sacrament. And if 

we come to the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist with sincere and heartfelt zeal 

and attention, then this Sacrament itself will be for us the wedding garment which 

is necessary for partaking in the wedding supper of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



“Let us always, at every opportunity, come to the church of God, partake of the 

Holy Mysteries of Christ and participate in the Sacraments of the Church. Let us 

not listen to any blasphemies against the Church, but let us share our experience 

of blessed life in the Church with other people, so that each of them may partake 

of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ through the Sacrament of Eucharist. 

“I greet all of you on this feast day and wish you good health. Take care of 

yourselves and of your beloved ones. I am rejoicing at seeing how disciplined you 

are, because you all, with a few exceptions, wear masks during the divine 

services. It is not very comfortable, but it is an emergency and temporary measure. 

It will be cancelled as soon the circumstances get favourable. 

“God save you all!” 

Metropolitan Hilarion Alfeev 

Source -  Pravmir 

 

 


