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Wednesday, Oct 11at 9AM: Divine Liturgy of St John 
 
Saturday, Oct 14at 6PM: Vespers 
 

Sunday, Oct 15 at 10AM: Divine Liturgy of St John, 
 
Donation to the General Fund  
 
$300 n memory of St. Romanus the melodist and St. Xenia of St. Petersburg, given by Deacon 
David Donch and family 

 
 

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION 

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION has been a watershed issue since the second 
century, not as a mere dogma, but as crucial to the preservation of the 
Faith. Certain false teachers came on the scene at that time insisting they 
were authoritative representatives of the Christian Church. Claiming 
authority from God by appealing to special revelations, some were even in-
venting lineages of teachers supposedly going back to Christ or the 
Apostles. In response, the early Church insisted there was an authoritative 
apostolic deposit passed down from generation to generation. They detailed 
that actual lineage, showing how its clergy were ordained by those chosen 
by the successors of the Apostles chosen by Christ Himself. 

Apostolic succession is an indispensable factor in preserving unity in the 
Church. Those in that succession are accountable to it, and are responsible 
to ensure that all teaching and practice in the Church is in keeping with her 
apostolic foundations. Mere personal conviction that one's teaching is 
correct can never be considered adequate proof of accuracy. Today, critics 
of apostolic succession are those who stand outside that historic succession 
and seek an identity with the early Church only. The burgeoning number of 
denominations in the world can be accounted for in large measure because 
of a rejection of apostolic succession. 



 
ABORTION 

ABORTION is the termination of a pregnancy by taking the life of the baby 
before it comes to full term. The Scriptures teach, "For You formed my 
inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb" (Psalm 139:13). When 
an unborn child is aborted, a human being is killed. There are at least two 
effective alternatives to abortion: 1) prevention of conception by abstinence 
or contraceptives, or 2) giving up an unwanted baby for adoption. For the 
Christian, all children, born or unborn, are precious in God's sight and a gift 
from Him. Even in the rare case in which a choice must be made between 
the life of the child and the life of the mother, decision making must be 
based upon the recognition that the lives of two human persons are at 
stake. 

CONFESSION 

CONFESSION is the open admission of known sins before God and man. It 
means literally "to agree with" God concerning our sins. Saint James 
admonishes us to confess our sins to God before one another (James 5:16). 
We are also exhorted to confess our sins directly to God (1 John 1:9). The 
Orthodox Church has always followed the New Testament practices of 
confession before a priest, as well as private confession to the Lord. 
Confession is one of the most significant means of repenting and of 
receiving assurance that even our worst sins are truly forgiven. It is also one 
of our most powerful aids for forsaking and overcoming those sins. 
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